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American Studies courses take at St. Thomas University. 

The application and program of study must be approved by the Department’s Honours and 
Majors Committee (HMC). The Chair shall notify the student of the committee’s decision. 

Students opting to write a thesis must have their proposal approved by the HMC. The 
Honours thesis will normally be read by a reading committee of two other faculty members 
chosen from within the department. Where this is not feasible or where the thesis involves 
an interdisciplinary component, the reading committee shall be composed of the program 
advisor, a member of the RLD and a faculty member chosen from another appropriate 
department. 

Advanced Standing in Spanish
Students who claim advanced standing in Spanish will be expected to take courses at a 
level appropriate to their knowledge. Advanced standing in Spanish will be determined at 
an oral interview with a senior faculty member appointed by the Department. At the conclu-
sion of this interview, students will be placed in an appropriate Spanish course.

Students with Spanish as their first langue will normally be accepted directly into third and 
fourth year courses and may proceed to an Honours degree with the appropriate number of 
credit hours at that level. 

Honours Thesis
An Honours thesis is recommended for any student planning to attend graduate school in 
Spanish. This Honours thesis will comprise six credit hours of the mandatory twelve credit 
hours at the fourth-year level. Therefore, students who choose to write an Honours Thesis 
will only take 6 more credit hours in the 4th year level in order to complete the 48 credit 
hours required for Honours in Spanish.
 

Accelerated Program in Spanish
Students can accelerate their program in Spanish by taking university courses in a Spanish-
speaking environment, with Departmental approval. Such courses have been recognized by 
the Department at St. Thomas University since 1973 and include such options as the ICUSTA 
Exchange Program and the Avila Experience, as well as other approved methods of foreign 
travel and study. Students are encouraged to take such programs after completing their 
second year in Spanish and they should consult the appropriate departmental advisor for 
more details.

Certificate of Competency in Spanish
Diploma de español lengua estranjera (DELE)
A student wishing to obtain an internationally recognized Certificate of Competency in 
Spanish would take and pass the DELE (Diploma de Español Lengua Extranjera), initially at 
the basic level. Examinations for the DELE are in November and May. St. Thomas University 
is the official testing site for the DELE for New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. The 
DELE has respected and objective international standing; it is the official certificate of the 
Instituto Cervantes, sponsored by the Spanish Government, and operates from the Universi-
dad de Salamanca in Spain.
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Spanish and Latin American Studies Curriculum
SPAN-1006. Beginning Spanish
The beginner’s course is designed for students with no previous knowledge of the lan-
guage. It represents the basic level in the learning of Spanish. Teaching methods and texts 
will vary from year to year and from instructor to instructor. The aims of the course are the 
acquisition of (1) listening comprehension, (2) basic vocabulary suitable for everyday con-
versations, (3) simple grammatical structures, and (4) a knowledge of reading and writing 
techniques. The basic skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing) are emphasized. In addi-
tion, each instructor will introduce the students to selected elements of Hispanic Culture.

SPAN-2013. Intermediate Spanish I
This course begins with a review of the first-year course and proceeds to include, in a 
progressive way, the new components of intermediate grammar. Conversation will be an es-
sential part of the course. Vocabulary expansion will be developed through short readings. 
The practice of listening, speaking, writing, and reading will give students the opportunity 
to improve their use of the language. Audio-visual materials will reinforce the student’s 
understanding of Hispanic Culture.

SPAN-2023. Intermediate Spanish II
This course is the continuation of Intermediate Grammar I or its equivalent. It begins with a 
review of the indicative mood and then moves on to coverage of the subjunctive mood. This 
course will stress conversation, oral exercises, and oral presentations. Written assignments 
will improve the accuracy of the grammatical structures learned in the oral part of the 
course. Plays will sometimes be used as a part of the learning language process.

SPAN-2113. Culture and Composition I
This course continues with the cultural studies that were introduced in first year. Empha-
sis is placed on reading and writing assignments. Written Spanish is developed through 
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SPAN-4813. Colonial Spanish American Culture and Texts
This course will focus on the culture of the Conquest and the Colonial periods as reflected 
in selected Spanish American texts. The culture and texts of 16th and 17th centuries Spain 
will be compared with the culture and texts of 16th and 17th centuries Spanish America, 
with particular emphasis on the Spanish American Baroque period.

SPAN-4823. Spanish-American Literature - From Modernism to the Present
This course will focus on Spanish-American literature from Modernism to the present, 
beginning with the literature of the Mexican Revolution Period and progressing through the 
literature of the Boom and post-Boom eras.

SPAN-4833. Nineteenth Century Spanish American Culture and Texts
In this course we will study 1) the Independence period with its emphasis on Literature and 
Nationalism; 2) Romanticism and its relationship to nature; and 3) social changes as seen 
through the culture and texts of 19th century Spanish America. Emphasis will be placed on 
modernismo, perhaps the first Spanish American cultural movement to be exported back to 
Spain.

SPAN-4843. Twentieth Century Spanish American Culture and Texts
The many stories of 20th century Spanish America will be told through the study of 20th-
century drama, beginning with the period of Social Realism and followed by in-depth study 
of some of the most representative works that characterize the political drama movement in 
Spanish America.

SPAN-4923. Collective Memory, Culture and Texts in Argentina (HMRT)
This course will explore the connections between collective memory, history and culture in 
Argentina. It explores the cultural production of the post-dictatorship Process of National 
Reorganization (1976-1983) through essays, fiction, and film. These texts and films recon-
struct not only history but also those identities denied by official history. We will define con-
cepts such as official history, Other History, and collective memory in order to understand 
the discursive fields from which history and memory are reconstructed.

SPAN-4996. Honours Thesis 
In this course, one or more faculty member(s) of the Spanish Section will supervise the writ-
ing of an Honours thesis by an Honours student. This course is recommended for students 
who wish to proceed to a Masters Degree in Spanish. It offers an additional 6 ch in Spanish 
to the traditional 48ch Honours program. It is recommended, but not compulsory. 

Independent Studies
Students may undertake Independent Studies under the direction of a member or members 
of the Department with the permission of the Department. These courses will be limited 
to students of proven academic merit; they may not normally be taken as a means of 
repeating a course a student has failed. The content of these courses will differ from those 
courses regularly offered during the academic year in question. 6 or 3 credit hours.

NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the 

Department Chair for more information about current and planned course offerings.


