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Environment and Society
The goal of the Environment and Society Program is to inspire and prepare students to 
become leaders in the quest for a sustainable world.  
 
Since the turn of the 21st century, global scientific assessments have demonstrated that hu-
man activity is having far-reaching negative effects on the Earth system. Biologists propose 
that the Earth is experiencing the Sixth Mass Extinction. Climate scientists warn that we are 
approaching a global warming threshold that, if crossed, will result in dangerous climate 
change.  Some scientists propose that we have entered a new geologic epoch called The 
Anthropocene, the age in which humans have become the dominant force changing the face 
of the Earth. These changes are the result of complex interactions between human societies 
and the natural world in which we are embedded.  
 
Through the Environment and Society Program, students come to understand the social 
structures that are driving these Earth system changes, and the worldviews that underpin 
them. They also discover how power is exercised to maintain the status quo, and how they 
themselves can become change agents. 

Major in Environment and Society
Environment and Society is offered as a double Major. Students choosing Environment and 
Society as their Major will also complete a second Major in another field of study. Because 
Environment and Society studies are interdisciplinary, any discipline that a student may 
choose would complement their ENVS program. ENVS electives offered by other depart-
ments may count both for the ENVS Major and for the Major in that department.

Note that not all courses are offered every year. Students should consult with the ENVS 
program coordinator to plan their program of studies.

The Major in Environment and Society will consist of 36 credit hours distributed  
as follows:

A. Required Environment and Society Courses

ENVS 1013 Environment and Society I: Introduction to Environmental Problems 

ENVS 2023 
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C. Electives (18 credit hours from the following):
ENVS 1023  Introduction to Environmental Praxis: Thinking Globally, Acting Locally 
ENVS 2123  Food, Science and Sustainability (STS)
ENVS 2133 Religions and Ecology (RELG)
ENVS 2203 Community Economic Development (ECON)
ENVS 2213 Society and Ecology (SOCI)
ENVS 2253  The Ethics of Sustainability: Thinking, Acting Green (PHIL)  
ENVS 2313 Energy and Society (STS)
ENVS 2333 Ecological Economics (ECON)
ENVS 2443   Environmental Psychology (PSYC)
ENVS 3033 Nonprofit Management (BUSI 3023)
ENVS 3053 Campus Sustainability
ENVS 3103  Political Parties and Elections in Canada (POLS)
ENVS 3123  The Canadian Constitution: Federalism (POLS)
ENVS 3203 Science, Technology and Nature (STS)
ENVS 3213   Media and Politics in Canada (POLS)
ENVS 3323  Hunter-Gathers in the Modern World (ANTH)  
ENVS 3333 Environmental Economics (ECON 3323)
ENVS 3723 Human Ecology (ANTH)
ENVS 4006 Work-Study Project
NATI 3223 Native Environmental Ethics and Ecology
NATI 3923 Aboriginal Rights: The Land Question

Other courses may qualify as electives. Please consult with the ENVS coordinator. 

Minor in Environment and Society 
 
The Minor in Environment and Society will consist of 18 credit hours distributed as 

follows:

A. Required Environment and Society Courses - 6 credit hours

ENVS 1013 Environment and Society I: Introduction to Environmental Problems 

ENVS 2023 Environment and Society II:  Perspectives on Human-Nature Relations

B. Electives - 12 credit hours from list "A", "B" or "C" in the Majors category.  

Honours in Environment and Society
An Honours program in Environment and Society may be arranged as an Interdisciplinary 
Honours. Students interested in this should consult with the ENVS Program Coordinator, 
the Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Studies, and the Interdisciplinary Studies section of the 
STU Academic Calendar.

ENVS-1013. Environment and Society I: Introduction to Environmental Problems 
Earth systems science reveals that the environmental conditions that supported the 
development of human civilization over the past 10,000 years are becoming increasingly 
destabilized. This course introduces students to the Earth's regulatory systems such as 
climate, nitrogen and phosphorus flows, forests, oceans and biodiversity, and the social 
structures and processes that are interfering with them. Students will come to understand 
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that environmental problems cannot be solved by individual behavioural changes; solu-
tions will require collective action to achieve systemic change.

ENVS-1023. Introduction to Environmental Praxis: Thinking Globally, Acting Locally 
Praxis can be understood as reflection and action for social change. Drawing on learning in 
ENVS 1013, students will investigate how global environmental problems are manifested at 
the local level. They will then develop local action strategies to effect change in those sys-
tems. This approach will foster citizenship skills and empower students in the face of global 
problems. This course will qualify for the STU Experiential Learning Certificate. Prerequisite: 
ENVS 1013. 
 
ENVS-2023. Environment and Society II: Perspectives on Human-Nature Relations (HMRT 
2243) 
Social systems are constructed on a set of dominant beliefs, assumptions and values 
that are largely unexamined but shape the way societies perceive and interact with the 
natural world. In this course, students examine the dominant perspectives that give rise to 
environmental degradation, as well as alternative paradigms offered by Green, eco-justice, 
global south, sustainability, and indigenous movements. Students also engage with politi-
cal, economic and cultural theories of environmental change.  Prerequisite: ENVS 1013 or 
permission of the instructor.

ENVS- 2113. Ecological Literacy 
This course introduces students to key ecological concepts through the study of the Grand 
Lake Lowlands ecoregion where Fredericton is located, including its biodiversity and 
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ENVS-3723. Human Ecology (ANTH) 
Since its beginning, anthropology has been interested in the relationship between people 
and the geographical setting where cultures develop. The history of the discipline is full of 
contrasting examples in which nature and culture are used, within different conceptual and 
methodological frames, to explain cultural change, social structure, cultural development, 
and landscape history, among other topics. The main objective of this course is to explore 
such different approaches using examples from different biogeographical regions. Prerequi-
site: None.


