
B. Bachelor of Applied Arts Degree
 St. Thomas University currently offers a Bachelor of Applied Arts in two areas: criminal 
justice and gerontology. Applied arts programs differ in substance from the BA programs 
in that they combine the study of liberal arts with technical training. Our applied degrees 
are “articulated” programs in that each is offered in partnership with one of the campuses 
of the New Brunswick Community College. Students in the BAA will enroll at St. Thomas for 
part of their program and at the appropriate community college for the rest. Upon comple-
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tion of the course of study, students are normally awarded two credentials: a St. Thomas 
Bachelor of Applied Arts degree and a diploma from the Community College.

Bachelor of Applied Arts in Gerontology Degree Requirements 
To graduate with a Bachelor of Applied Arts in Gerontology, the student must successfully 
complete, in any order, three years of study at St. Thomas University plus the one-year Hu-
man Services Diploma at the New Brunswick Community College (NBCC).  Upon successful 
completion of the NBCC Human Services Diploma program, including two placements in the 
field of Gerontology, students will be awarded 30 credit hours toward a Bachelor of Applied 
Arts in Gerontology. The required three years at St. Thomas University will consist of the 
following program of study:

1.  	 First Year at St. Thomas University (30 credit hours) 
	 Students will take 30 credit hours. Twelve credit hours shall be taken from Group A, 		
	 twelve credit hours from Group B, and 6 credit hours from either Group A, Group B, or 	
	 electives.

2.  	 Second Year at St. Thomas University (30 credit hours) 
	 Students will take 30 credit hours. These courses will include Gerontology 1013 and 	
	 1023 (prior to March 2013, it was 2013 and 2023), 6 credit hours in required core 		
	 courses in Gerontology, 3 credit hours in Gerontology electives, and 15 credit hours 		
	 in other electives. See course requirements for the Gerontology Major in Section Four of 	
	 the University Calendar.

3.  	 Third Year at St.Thomas University (30 credit hours)
	 Students will take 30 credit hours. These courses will include 21 credit hours in 
	 Gerontology and 9 credit hours of electives. Students who enter the BAA (Gerontology) 
	 having already completed the human services diploma at NBCC-Saint John must 
	 complete 36 credit hours in Gerontology courses at St. Thomas University.

	 Upon successful completion of both the NBCC diploma in Human Services and three 
	 years of study at St. Thomas, adhering to the program requirements outlined above, 
	 students will be awarded the St. Thomas University Bachelor of Applied Arts in Gerontology.
 
Bachelor of Applied Arts in Criminal Justice Degree Requirements 
St. Thomas University has partnered with New Brunswick Community College (NBCC) and 
Collège Communautaire du Nouveau-Brunswick (CCNB) to offer this unique articulated de-
gree program. This program is a double certification, two-stage admission program. It pro-
vides students with a combination of practical training and liberal arts education that will 
prepare entry-level practitioners to work in various sectors of the criminal justice system 
(e.g. community correctional practice, policy analysis, program design, or private sector 
management). Through an integrated program design, a set of curriculum features embed 
the technical aspects of the program into a humanistic and social science framework. The 
graduates of this program should enter the criminal justice field with solid occupational 
skills based on sound academic foundations so that they can better adapt to the changing 
nature of their field of practice.

In the initial two years of the program, students will be enrolled at NBCC or CCNB with the 
focus being on providing the student with a well-rounded social science education and 
an introduction to the criminal justice system. The occupational course content provides 
exposure to both adult and youth oriented criminal justice with a focus on equipping the 
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student with direct and indirect practice. Upon completion of the first two years of the pro-
gram, students will have completed the requirements for the credential diploma in Criminal 
Justice, P2ments for the credential diploma in Criminal 
Justice, P2ments for the credential diploma in Criminal 
Justice, P2ments for the credential diploma in Criminal 


