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ySOCI-2416. Inequality in Society (WSGS)
This course explores existing patterns of social inequality and debates concerning the possi-
bility and desirability of greater equality. Taking a theoretical and historical focus, this course 
examines the changing nature of inequality in contemporary Canadian society in the context 
of globalization. Throughout, we develop our understanding of how different forms of in-
equality - particularly social class, gender and race - intersect. One section of the course may 
have a service learning requirement, where students engage in volunteer work in the com-
munity, and then reflect upon their experiences through reading, writing, and discussion.

SOCI-2423. Social Problems I - Sociological Perspectives (WSGS)
The various perspectives used by sociologists to examine social problems will be described 
and evaluated. Concrete social problems will be used as examples of these perspectives.

SOCI-2433. Social Problems II - Canadian Social Problems (WSGS)
Several current Canadian social problems will be examined from the perspectives used in 
SOCI 2423. These problems include: poverty, minorities, Canadian identity, the effects of 
urbanization, and technology, etc. Prerequisite: SOCI 2423.

SOCI-2443. Racialization, Racism & Colonialism
This course explores the conceptual, theoretical, and methodological understandings most 
relevant to the sociological study of “race,” racialization, racism, and colonialism. We give 
particular attention to critical decolonial thinking on race. We examine the process of racial-
ization, through which “being white” becomes the normative standard of “just being human.” 
We contextualize how the creation of whiteness as an identity-based entitlement has led to 
social division and oppression. We draw on the experiences of diverse groups of Black, Indig-
enous, and other People of Colour (BIPoC) in Canadian and global contexts. We begin with 
the premise that BIPoC share a common history in terms of dispossession, discrimination, 
and oppression, but also pursue a range of different struggles and dreams in relation to their 
lands and nation-states. We explore racialization of bodies in contemporary culture to probe 
a series of assumptions and theories about race, racism, and colonialism in both academic 
and popular thought.

SOCI-2513. Sociology of Communication
This course considers the mass media (principally print and electronic), its place in, and im-
pact upon Canadian society. Various perspectives and related research are considered with 
respect to the control and ownership of the media, the social organization of the production 
of news, facts, statistics, and other messages; and the themes expressed in popular culture as 
conveyed by the media. Underlying concerns are the social construction of what-is-taken-to-
be reality and the language that is used in the conveying of messages.

SOCI-2523. Sociology of Aging (WS/GS, GERO 2113)
This course will explore the comparative situation of older women and men in different cul-
tures and different historical periods within Western societies. The cultural and social-struc-
tural determinants of their changing status will be examined through alternative theoretical 
perspectives within sociology. The social construction of ‘elderly’ as a status will be explored 
through how older people are perceived, described, talked about, and interacted with, in 
everyday behaviour and how these relations may be ‘negotiated’ by the elderly themselves. 
The political economy of aging focuses upon disparities of income, and the determinants 
and effects of poverty on the lives of older people.
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SOCI-2543. Sociology of Religion
This course focuses on the relations between the beliefs and institutionalized practices that 
people hold sacred, and contemporary community life. Students explore the  
contradictory trends of mass secularism and the rise of religious fundamentalism, and the 
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ySOCI-3563. Sociology of Music (FNAR)
This course combines a number of macro- and micro-sociological perspectives on music. 
The former refers to the wider socio-cultural context in which music is produced, distributed, 
and listened to. It includes the social functions and uses of music ranging from rituals and 
ceremonies to its political-economic organization in cultural industries. Forms of music, such 
as the functional harmony vs. the Afro-American traditions, area related to forms of society. 
Micro perspectives analyze how performers create and make music together in terms of the 
interaction among musicians, audience, and conductor. The practices of improvisation and 
maintaining synchrony will be examined principally in both classical and jazz contexts.

SOCI-3573. Sociology of Art and Culture (FNAR)
Employing both classical and contemporary sociological perspectives, this course explores 
the nature of art in society by looking at how art objects are produced, distributed, and con-
sumed. Theoretical perspectives are related to historical and contemporary examples from a 
range of artistic media (e.g., pictorial art, film, photography, literature, and music) to expose 
the interplay between art and society. The relationship between the fine arts and popular 
culture are examined, as well as the role of technology in the various arts.

SOCI-3583. Research for Social Change (WSGS)
This seminar course encourages students to explore how research can inform social justice 
and social change. Examining specific debates from the fields of feminist research, Indig-
enous methodologies, and critical race theory, students will gain new understandings in the 
various ways research can both reproduce and challenge operations of power and privilege. 
This course offers students the opportunity to engage in debates around these methodolo-
gies as they consider how to do research for social change. 

SOCI-3663. Queer Sociology (WSGS) 
This course explores the social construction of queerness in heteronormative societies. Stu-
dents apply sociological concepts and theories to the study of queer identities, communities, 
and sexual practices. They examine social and political responses to queerness, and the ways 
in which these responses shape the lives of queer people. 

SOCI-3693. Discourse and Society 
Discourse analysis is the study of language in use, and is thus distinguished from approaches 
that treat language formally and structurally, as an abstract system of signs and symbols. We 
examine instances of written and spoken language that occurs in a wide range of contexts, 
including: everyday conversations among friends, encounters between professionals and cli-
ents, the activities of creating, disseminating and consuming mass-mediated texts, and gov-
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ySOCI-4043. Independent Study 
A program on independent study under the direction of a member of the faculty selected 
by the student. It is designed for students who wish to pursue an area of special interest 
through reading, research, and writing. 

SOCI-4053. Independent Study 
A program on independent study under the direction of a member of the faculty selected 
by the student. It is designed for students who wish to pursue an area of special interest 
through reading, research, and writing. 

NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the 

Department Chair for more information about current and planned course offerings.
 


