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International Relations
 

The program in International Relations allows students to develop speci�c subject-area 
expertise in the complex matter of state-to-state relations within the international system. 
This multidisciplinary program draws on courses in Political Science, Economics and foreign 
languages, and can include electives from Criminology, Human Rights, and History.

Honours 
Students wishing to complete the Honours program in IREL will satisfy the requirements for 
the Major and complete the following courses:

IREL-4013 Honours Thesis in International Relations

POLS-3903  Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods in Political Science

POLS-3913 Honours Thesis Proposal 

POLS-4903 Capstone Seminar - Problems in Political Inquiry

POLS-4603 Seminar in International Relations
 

Major 
Students majoring in International Relations are required to complete a minimum of 36 credit 
hours in courses speci�ed by the program. It is suggested that they do 3 credit hours in their 
�rst year of study, 12 in their second, and a total of 21 credit hours in their third and fourth 
years. In addition, students are required to complete either a Minor in Economics (18 credit 
hours) or 12 credit hours in a foreign language. Students are encouraged to do both.

Year 1

POLS-1603  Global Politics

ECON-1013/1023  Introduction to Economics (Micro) and Introduction to Economics   
   (Macro) or 6 credit hours in a foreign language

Year 2

POLS-2303 Comparative Politics of the Developed World

POLS-2313 Comparative Politics of the Developing Areas

POLS-2613 International Relations I

POLS-2623 International Relations II 

Years 3 and 4

15 credit hours in designated advanced courses in International Relations

6 credit hours in designated advanced courses in Area Studies

In Years 2-4, students will also complete the requirement of 12 credit hours in a second 
language or a Minor in Economics.
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The requirements for a Minor in International Relations are: 

POLS-2613 International Relations I

POLS-2623 International Relations II 

An additional 12 credits from the list of “advanced international relations courses” approved for 
the Major

 

Double Major with Political Science
The Major in International Relations and the Major in Political Science both require the
completion of the following POLS courses: 1603, 2303, 2313, 2613, and 2623. Students 
who have completed those six courses in order to meet the requirements for the Major in 
International Relations may count them toward the Major in Political Science as well. No 
other courses taken for the Major in International Relations may be counted toward a second 
Major in Political Science.

Courses
Year 1
POLS-1603. Global Politics 
This course provides an introduction to the concepts of nation and state, sovereignty, forms 
of government, and political con�ict. It does so through consideration of issues in world 
politics, such as human rights and social justice, ecological imbalance, economic inequalities, 
war, global governmental institutions and organizations. 

ECON-1013. Introduction to Economics (Micro) 
This course, which is equivalent to one half of ECON 1006, examines the behaviour of con-
sumers and producers in a market economy. Among the issues discussed will be environ-
mental protection, wealth and poverty, and the extent of corporate power. (Credit will not be 
given for both ECON 1006 and ECON 1013.)

ECON-1023. Introduction to Economics (Macrron
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Designed as an upper-level seminar for students of Political Science, this course will focus 
on theories of comparative politics and their application to a major issue of interest to the 
discipline. Prerequisites: POLS 2303 and POLS 2313, or permission of the instructor. 

Special
IREL-4003. Independent Study 
This course is an independent study course that is designed to encourage students enrolled 
in the International Relations Program to seek international experience for credit. The course 
is �exible with respect to what international experiences will count as part of the course. It 
is geared towards promoting student exchanges between St. Thomas students and STU-
a�liated institutions around the world, but summer internships, student working-abroad 
programs, and similar endeavors may be considered acceptable examples of international 
exposure. The �nal determination of the acceptability of a program will be made by the 
International Relations Program Director. The course is also designed to allow students to 
do a separate writing project for credit, if that is their preference. The IR Program Director 
or another, suitable member of the faculty, will supervise any written projects. Prerequisite: 
Course is restricted to students who are enrolled in the International Relations Program. 

IREL-4013. Honours Thesis 
The Honours Thesis is an extended scholarly paper on a topic related to international 
relations, written under the supervision of a faculty member who agrees to serve as thesis 
Director. A booklet entitled Guidelines for the Honours Thesis, produced by the Interna-
tional Relations Program, will serve to provide answers to the technical questions involved 
in writing the thesis. Prerequisite: Course is restricted to students who are enrolled in the 
International Relations Program. 

POLS-3003. Special Topics 
The content of this course changes from year to year to re�ect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students. 

POLS-3913. Honours Thesis Proposal 
The purpose of this course is to a�ord students who seek to write the Honours thesis an op-
portunity to develop a thorough thesis proposal, including a substantial annotated bibliog-
raphy. A small number of classes will be held at the beginning of the course in order to show 
students how to prepare the proposal. Thereafter, the class will meet only occasionally. 
 
POLS-4903. Capstone Seminar - Problems in Political Inquiry 
This course is intended to serve as a capstone seminar for Majors and Honours students in 
Political Science. The course is an investigation of the perennial issues involved in the study 
of politics. We shall examine critically the dominant approaches in Political Science with the 
aim of understanding how the method utilized a�ects the substance of any account of politi-
cal phenomena. 

Other Courses

Below is a list of classes o�ered in other departments that can be counted as Advanced In-
ternational Relations and/or Area Studies. This is not an exhaustive list and does not include 
courses from the University of New Brunswick that may also qualify. All of these courses will 




