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Environment and Society
The goal of the Environment and Society Program is to inspire and prepare students to 
become leaders in the quest for a sustainable world.  
 
Since the turn of the 21st century, global scientific assessments have demonstrated that hu-
man activity is having far-reaching negative effects on the Earth system. Biologists propose 
that the Earth is experiencing the Sixth Mass Extinction. Climate scientists warn that we are 
approaching a global warming threshold that, if crossed, will result in dangerous climate 
change.  Some scientists propose that we have entered a new geologic epoch called The An-
thropocene, the age in which humans have become the dominant force changing the face 
of the Earth. These changes are the result of complex interactions between human societies 
and the natural world in which we are embedded.  
 
Through the Environment and Society Program, students come to understand the social 
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yANTH 3913 	 Research Methods: Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods
COPP 2033	 Research Methods
CRIM 2103 	 Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods
CRIM 2113 	 Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods
ECON 2123 	 Quantitative Methods I
ENGL 2013 	 Research Methods in English
GERO 3053 	 Qualitative Research Methods in Gerontology
HMRT 2013 	 Research Methods
NATI 2503 	 Research Strategies in Native Studies
POLS 3903 	 Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods in Political Science
PSYC 2023 	 Introduction to Research Methods
RELG 4023 	 Scope and Methods
SOCI 2013 	 Research Design and Methods
SOCI 2023 	 Understanding Statistics
WSGS 3013 	 Women’s Studies and Gender Studies Method

C. Electives (12 credit hours from the following):
ANTH 2033 	 Indigenous Lifeways in Canada
COPP 2023 	 Policymaking in the Info Age
COPP 3033 	 Public Policy and the Media
CRIM 2743 	 Social Protest in Canada
ECON 3333 	 Perspectives on Underdevelopment 
ENVS 2123	 Food, Science & Sustainability
ENVS 2133 	 Religions and Ecology (RELG) 
ENVS 2163 	 Envisioning Environmental End-Times (ENGL)
ENVS 2203 	 Community Economic Development (ECON)
ENVS 2213 	 Society and Ecology (SOCI)
ENVS 2253 	 The Ethics of Sustainability: Thinking, Acting Green (PHIL) 
ENVS 2313	 Energy and Society
ENVS 2333 	 Ecological Economics (ECON) 
ENVS 2413	 Social Dimensions of Climate Change
ENVS 2443 	 Environmental Psychology (PSYC)
ENVS 3033 	 Nonprofit Management (BUSI 3023)
ENVS 3043	 Canadian Environmental Law and Policy
ENVS 3053 	 Sustainability Auditing
ENVS 3103 	
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ENVS 4443	 Seminar - Environmental Psychology (PSYC)
INTR 3003 	 Community-based Internship
JOUR 3333 	 Journalism and the Natural World
NATI 2203 	 First Nations Arts and Sciences
NATI 2233 	 Natural Resources and First Nations of the Maritimes
NATI 3203 	 Native Philosophy
NATI 3223 	 Native Environmental Ethics and Ecology
NATI 3703 	 Indigenous and Western Economics and the Idea of Development
NATI 3923 	 Territorial Claims
RELG 2433 	 Christianity and Ecology
SOCI 3123 	 Social Movements, Activism, Change
SOCI 3293 	 Animals in Society
SOCI 3693 	 Discourse and Society

Other courses may qualify as electives. Please consult with the ENVS coordinator. 

Minor in Environment and Society 
 
The Minor in Environment and Society will consist of 18 credit hours distributed as 

follows:

A. Required Environment and Society Courses - 6 credit hours

ENVS 1013	 Environment and Society I: Understanding Environmental Problems
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yENVS-2023. Environment and Society II: Perspectives on Human-Nature Relations 
(HMRT 2243) 
Social systems are constructed on a set of dominant beliefs, assumptions and values that are 
largely unexamined but shape the way societies perceive and interact with the natural world. 
In this course, students examine the dominant perspectives that give rise to environmental 
degradation, as well as alternative paradigms offered by Green, eco-justice, global south, 
sustainability, and indigenous movements. Students also engage with political, economic 
and cultural theories of environmental change.  Prerequisite: ENVS 1013 or permission of the 
instructor.

ENVS-2113. Ecological Literacy 
This field-based course introduces students to the connections between human and eco-
logical systems in Grand Lake Lowlands ecoregion where Fredericton is located, including 
the cycling of water, materials, energy and wastes, and the implications of these flows for 
sustainability. Students will also engage with the literary tradition of nature writing. The 
course includes field trips to various sites in the Fredericton region, with the possibility of 
an extended weekend field trip. A small course fee may apply to cover field trip costs. The 
course qualifies as an experiential learning course.

ENVS-2123. Food, Science & Sustainability  
This course explores the relationships in our society among science, technology, and food by 
examining the ways that technology and scientific knowledge have altered food produc-
tion. In addition, we will look more broadly at how our technical relationship to food has laid 
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ENVS-2313. Energy and Society  
This course examines energy systems (oil, gas, coal, hydroelectric, nuclear, and renewable) 
both historically and in the contemporary world, in terms of environmental and economic 
impacts, theories of technological change in their creation, deployment, and decommission-
ing, as well as public policy issues. 
 
ENVS-2333. Ecological Economics (ECON) 
Starting from the understanding that the economy is a subsystem of the ecological 
lifesupport system, the course utilizes a transdisciplinary approach (ecological, social and 
economic) to examine the problems of scale, equity, and efficiency in contemporary human 
social formations. The course will also discuss the distinctive policy implications of ecological 
economics. No prerequisite required. 
 
ENVS-2413. Social Dimensions of Climate Change 
This course will introduce liberal arts students to the scientific basis of the problem of climate 
change, the social systems and dynamics at the root of the problem, and the measures nec-
essary to avoid climate breakdown. There is no prerequisite for this course. 
 
ENVS-2443. Environmental Psychology (PSYCH) 
Human behaviour is at the heart of a wide range of such environmental problems as global 
warming, ozone depletion, pollution, species extinction, deforestation, and population 
growth. This course emphasizes the positive role that psychology can play in supporting 
those human values, attitudes, and behaviour that will help to resolve these crises and 
advance the attainment of a sustainable future. 
 
ENVS-3013. Environment and Society III: Policy, Power and Politics (HMRT 3213) 
The modernist view is that knowledge leads to rational decisions. From an environmental 
perspective, however, this idea is seriously challenged. Never has society known so much 
about ecological and climate change; yet collective responses to these changes have failed 
to reverse the downward trends. This course examines this dynamic by examining the 
politics of the environmental crisis, and in particular the power struggles between those re-
sisting change and those promoting alternative visions of a sustainable society. We consider 
how those alternative visions translate into public policy and how citizens can engage to 
make this happen. Prerequisites: ENVS 1013 and ENVS 2023, or permission of the instructor. 

ENVS-3023. Environmental Praxis II. (HMRT 3223) 
This course explores how alternative visions of the future translate into political action at the 
international, national, provincial, community, and personal levels. This involves an analysis 
of alternative theories of the nature of social change. A component of this course may be 
service learning. Prerequisites: ENVS 1013, ENVS 1023 and ENVS 2023, or permission of the 
instructor.

ENVS-3033. Nonprofit Management (BUSI 3023)  
The course introduces students to the specific issues that arise in managing nonprofit 
organizations. Topics covered include strategic planning, accountability, board governance, 
financial planning, fund raising, and human resources.  
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yENVS-3043. Canadian Environmental Law and Policy 
To a great extent, the state of the natural environment in Canada depends on laws and 
policies adopted by municipal, provincial and federal governments. This course introduces 
students to these systems of government, the processes by which environmental laws and 
policies are developed, and the power relations that shape the outcomes. Topics include 
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ENVS-3333. Environmental Economics (ECON 3323) 
An examination of the relationship between the ecological system, economics, and institu-
tions. Topics covered may include such issues as technological choice, steady state econom-
ics, limits to growth, the adequacy of the market mechanism, world food supplies, the 
economics of conservation, and alternative futures. 
 
ENVS-3413. The Political Economy of Climate Change (ECON) 
The course explores the systemic economic and political relationships which have created 
the problem of global climate change and its associated impacts for humanity. There is no 
prerequisite for this course.

ENVS-3723. Human Ecology (ANTH) 
Since its beginning, anthropology has been interested in the relationship between people 
and the geographical setting where cultures develop. The history of the discipline is full of 


