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nEDUC-5903. Classroom Management 
Research has shown that classroom management strategies have a dramatic impact on the 
learning environment. Several very di�erent schools of thought regarding classroom man-
agement are discussed. Emphasis is placed on course participants developing a personal 
proactive approach by extracting and merging e�ective strategies from many sources.

EDUC-5913. Assessment and Evaluation
This course examines the connections between assessment, curriculum and classroom in-
struction. Topics will address past and current practices in the evaluation of student achieve-
ment, including various epistemological orientations. Teacher candidates will develop 
an understanding of how to plan and implement a diverse range of both formative and 
summative assessments. There is a focus on constructing e�ective classroom assessments 
to support student learning through the provision of ongoing feedback as well s e�ective 
grading and reporting practices.

 EDUC-5923. Differentiated Instruction
The course is planned as a series of professional development workshops. Through reading, 
discussion, case studies, activities and assignments the course is designed to increase an 
understanding of student di�erences, of learning and thinking and to develop strategies 
related to di�erentiation. The course process includes developing and applying di�erenti-
ated approaches intended to facilitate learner success. The purpose of this course is to help 
the pre servit 



60 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y

impairments, and neurological disabilities. An emphasis will be placed on strategies to assist 
teachers in addressing the special education needs of pupils in the middle/secondary school 
and preparing them for a transition to workplace and community as well as the psychology 
of exceptional learners.
 
EDUC-5993. Exceptional and Differentiated Education
The course provides an overview of issues associated with speci�c student groups, including 
students with various exceptionalities and or academic abilities. This includes but is not ex-
clusive to students with developmental or learning disabilities (as part of or in addition to an 
individualized program plan), students who are gifted, English Language learners, and stu-
dents who are at risk for leaving high school before completion. Through a combination of 
the study of recent research and an examination of theory and di�erentiated practice within 
the New Brunswick school context, the course o�ers pre- service teacher opportunities to 
use curriculum –speci�c perspectives while co- constructing instructional and assessment 
strategies, for teaching all students.

Professional 
EDU
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nEDUC-5163. French Second Language Methods:  Implementing Classroom Instruction 
that Works at the Middle and High School Levels
This course presents theories of second language acquisition, current trends in the �eld of 
second language teaching and learning, and their application to the teaching of French in 
a communicative and interactive approach at the middle and secondary levels. Students 
will develop lesson units, engage in peer-teaching, and integrate technology into their 
teaching. Students will participate in discussion, work with case studies, research issues in 
second language education using current professional journals and resources. Attention will 
be given to the teaching and assessing of listening, reading, writing, speaking and cultural 
understanding. This course aims to provide solid advice, information and guidance to French 
Second Language teachers so that they may help their students recognize that French is 
not only a means of communication but also a portal to future opportunities. Students are 
required to have a minimum pro�ciency of Intermediate Plus on the New Brunswick French 
Oral Pro�ciency scale to register for this course.

EDUC-5563. French Immersion Methods
This course explores the methods used to teach school subjects through the medium of 
French as a second language. The primary focus will be the integration of content instruction 
with opportunities for student to become pro�cient in French. The course also provides an 
overview of the historical development of immersion education in Canada and of current 
research on immersion. Students are required to have a minimum pro�ciency of Advanced 
under New Brunswick French Oral Pro�ciency Scale to register for this course.

Language Arts

EDUC-5423. Middle School Literacy and Language Arts Methods
This course supports the development of the pre-service teacher's knowledge of the lan-
guage arts programme at the middle level. Teacher candidates will gain an understanding of 
the language arts, study evidence-based practices, and develop practical skills. A range of in-
structional strategies, methods, and modes for supporting literacy and language arts across 
the curriculum will be explored. This course provides a framework for beginning teachers to 
base logical re�ective decisions concerning curriculum decisions, learning experiences, and 
assessment strategies appropriate for the middle level. 

EDUC-5813. Secondary English Methods
This course provides pre-service teachers with methods and skills for teaching English at the 
secondary level. Topics in the course include designing and developing lesson plans and 
units of instruction, assessment and evaluation for the secondary English classroom, cur-
riculum outcomes for secondary English, and contemporary multiliteracies. Through active 
engagement with current research and practice, course participants will work individually 
and collaboratively to develop e�ective practices for teaching English Language and litera-
ture at the secondary level.

Math/Science 
EDUC-5833. Teaching Secondary Math & Science
Course participants will develop the content mastery and pedagogical skills necessary to 
facilitate engaging, inquiry-based math and science lessons for high school students. By 
examining various math and science education resources, developing and practicing les-
son presentations, and re�ecting on learning through discussion and writing, the course 
participants will gain a greater level of mathematics and science content knowledge and a 
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wider array of teaching strategies for the topics in high school math and science. This course 
is primarily intended for Math and/or Science majors. 

EDUC-5863. Methods in Science Education (Grades 6 to 10)
This course will focus on the Atlantic Canada Science Curriculum for grades 6 to 10.  Through 
reading, discussion, practice, and re�ection, course participants will develop the content 
mastery and pedagogical skills necessary to facilitate engaging, inquiry-based science lessons 
of the constructivist learning model for middle level and early high school students.  Particular 
focus will be placed on the use of analogies, simulations and discrepant events in the develop-
ment of explanatory models. A science background is an asset but is not essential.

EDUC-5873. Methods in Mathematics Education (Grades 6 to 10)
This course will focus on the provincial mathematics curriculum for grades 6 to 10.  Through 
reading, discussion, practice, and re�ection, course participants will develop the content 
mastery and pedagogical skills necessary to facilitate engaging, student-centered math les-
sons for middle level and early high school students.  Particular emphasis will be placed on 
the use of manipulatives and various models in the development of problem solving skills.  A 
mathematics background is an asset but is not essential.

EDUC-5883. Teaching Secondary Science
This course will focus on the Atlantic Canada Science Curriculum for grades 9 to 12. Through 
reading, discussion, practice, and re�ection, course participants will develop the content 
mastery and pedagogical skills necessary to facilitate engaging, inquiry-based science les-
sons of the constructivist learning model for high school students.  Particular focus will be 
placed on the examination of the Next Generation Science Standards for high school science 
as they apply to the curriculum documents for the current high school science courses. This 
course is primarily intended for science majors.

EDUC-5893. Teaching Secondary Mathematics
This course will focus on the provincial mathematics curriculum for grades 9 to 12.  Through 
reading, discussion, practice, and re�ection, course participants will develop the content 
mastery and pedagogical skills necessary to facilitate engaging, student-centered math les-
sons for high school students.  Particular emphasis will be placed on the examination of the 
NCTM standards for high school mathematics as they apply to the curriculum documents for 
the current high school math courses.  This course is primarily intended for math majors.

Social Studies
EDUC-5633. Methods in Teaching History at the Secondary Level
Methods and strategies of teaching history at the secondary level are the focus of the course. 
A strong emphasis is on awareness of the place of history teaching in the curriculum. Course 
participants explore and develop a variety of active learning activities. A history background 
or broad historical knowledge is an asset.

EDUC-5843. Methods in Middle/Secondary Social Studies Education
This course is an introduction to instructional strategies and methods for teaching social 
studies. The course intends to help pre-service teachers integrate their knowledge of social 
studies with educational best practices. The areas of social studies focus are geography, his-
tory, political science, and economics.



S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y 63

Ed
uc

at
io

nElementary Majors 

EDUC-5413. Elementary School Reading and Language Arts Methods
The course will focus on current approaches to reading and language arts instruction. This 
includes becoming aware of the in�uence of theories of reading and literacy. You will begin 
to lay the groundwork for your own e�ective language arts practice by designing and devel-
oping curriculum resources and materials for use in the classroom. You will be expected to 
review and utilize the New Brunswick Curriculum English Language Arts documents (found 
online) and your course notes and required texts in your planning and preparation of lessons 
and activities for this course. The spotlight is on reading and the processes of writing, listen-
ing, thinking and comprehension in the elementary classroom.

EDUC-5433. Elementary School Math Methods
Elementary mathematics is an introduction to the context and strategies of elementary 
mathematics (K-8). This course does not require a strong mathematics background. The 
emphasis will be on content as well as on doing mathematics. Students will be encouraged 
to be involved in problem solving and exploring mathematical concepts by developing ideas 
from the concrete to the abstract level, and by developing multiple representations of math-
ematical ideas. Content topics include pre-number concepts, numeration and place value, 
whole number operations, number theory, and geometry.
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nEDUC-5173. Introduction to Second Language Acquisition
This course introduces students to the �eld of second language acquisition and research. The 
course covers issues such as the e�ect of the age at which a second language is learned on 
the learner’s rate of acquisition and attainment pro�le, the in�uence that the �rst language 
exerts on the acquisition of a second and the impact of internal and external variables on 
second language acquisition and development. Knowing and understanding the stages of 
second language acquisition and their characteristics are critical for e�ectively di�erentiating 
instruction for second language learners. Similarities and di�erences between �rst and 
second language acquisition will be examined. Current issues and research �ndings related 
to the teaching and learning of second languages inside second language classrooms will 
also be discussed.

EDUC-5243. Early Years Education: Contemporary Theory and Practice
This is an education course intended primarily for elementary education students. The 
purpose of the course is to introduce educators to contemporary thinking about and 
educational practice with young children. The course examines and focuses on how children 
play, relate, live and learn in early years educational settings. The participants in the course 
will further investigate theories and practice fundamental to early years education through 
observation and documentation. Class members will also design and implement purposeful 
projects for use with young children in pre- school and primary settings.

EDUC-5493. Social Justice Literature K to 12 
This course explores contemporary literature for the K-12 classroom, with a speci�c focus on 
social justice. Theories of reading as a means of understanding experience, such as literary 
empathy, will be studied and enacted. Learners in this course will build their personal 
repertoire of text recommendations for young people through applied reading and response 
activities. The emphasis is on developing theoretically informed reading habits, critical 
literacy, and actionable curriculum and instruction practices.

EDUC-5513. Teaching English as a Second Language
This course o�ers an exploration of methods and issues related to teaching English as a 
second language in a variety of contexts (e.g. overseas, mainstream public school instruc-
tion, courses for newcomers to Canada, intensive English programmes). It o�ers students a 
great understanding of the structure of the English language. The major focus of the course 
will be current approaches to language teaching, with an emphasis on communicative, task-
based, and content-based methods. Attention will be also be devoted to such social issues as 
learner identity and the role of English in the world.

EDUC-5523. Theatre in Education 
This course will introduce students to the Theatre in Education (TIE) movement and invite 
them to explore the use of theatre for educational purposes. Besides reading about and dis-
cussing current practices, participants will have the opportunity to produce a performance/
workshop on a topic of interest for a select population. The devising will emphasize interac-
tive theatrical strategies for generating and integrating audience input.

EDUC-5543. Catholic Religious Education
This course is designed to o�er both examples of curriculum and methods of instruction to 
the prospective teacher of the Catholic religion. This will entail an examination of some core 
of Roman Catholic theological concepts, approaches to scriptural interpretation. Catholic 
social teachings, sacramental theology and liturgical preparation as well as those teaching 
techniques which are appropriate to a critical praxis methodology. Perspectives on ecumen-
ism and inter- faith dialogue will also be examined.
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EDUC-5723. Contemporary Science Concepts for Elementary Educators
This Education Institute course is intended for practicing elementary school teachers and 
focuses on the science-related instructional units of the K-2 You and Your World Curriculum 
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nEDUC-6153 - Assessment as an Instructional Practice                                     
This course examines assessment in a broad context with a focus on the role that assessment 
plays in improving instructional strategies and student motivation. Students will review 
current research on assessment practices and how mental models of assessment impact 
decisions that drive classroom and school operations. Daily assignments will lead students 
to examine the shifting educational beliefs and values as schools wrestle with the expecta-
tions of skills, knowledge and dispositions required for the 21st Century. The primary focus 
of discussions will be the transition of assessment as post-instructional system of sorting and 
ranking students to one that incorporates strategies before, during and after instruction to 
maximize student learning. The major assignment will focus on transforming the traditional 
assessment approach to a system that improves student achievement by addressing readi-
ness, intervention and motivation for learning.

EDUC-6233. Curriculum and Instruction for Gifted Learners
This course involves the study of di�erentiated curriculum and instruction for gifted learners.
The course will focus on key content, process, product, concept and implementation issues 




