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sPOLS-2623 International Relations II 

An additional 12 credits from the list of “advanced international relations courses” approved for 
the Major

 

Double Major with Political Science
The Major in International Relations and the Major in Political Science both require the
completion of the following POLS courses: 1603, 2303, 2313, 2613, and 2623. Students 
who have completed those six courses in order to meet the requirements for the Major in 
International Relations may count them toward the Major in Political Science as well. No 
other courses taken for the Major in International Relations may be counted toward a second 
Major in Political Science.

Courses
Year 1
POLS-1603. Global Politics 
This course provides an introduction to the concepts of nation and state, sovereignty, forms 
of government, and political conflict. It does so through consideration of issues in world 
politics, such as human rights and social justice, ecological imbalance, economic inequalities, 
war, global governmental institutions and organizations. 

ECON-1013. Introduction to Economics (Micro) 
This course, which is equivalent to one half of ECON 1006, examines the behaviour of con-
sumers and producers in a market economy. Among the issues discussed will be environ-
mental protection, wealth and poverty, and the extent of corporate power. (Credit will not be 
given for both ECON 1006 and ECON 1013.)

ECON-1023. Introduction to Economics (Macro) 
This course, which is equivalent to one half of ECON 1006, analyzes the Canadian economy 
and how it works. It includes a discussion of output, unemployment, growth, money, interna-
tional trade, and finance. (Credit will not be given for both ECON 1006 and ECON 1023.) 

Introductory-level courses in Spanish, French, and Japanese are available at 

St. Thomas University. Introductory-level courses in German and Russian 

are available at the University of New Brunswick.

Year 2
A.) International Relations Core (6 credit hours)

POLS-2613. International Relations I 
This course introduces students to International Relations theory, with a focus on the main-
stream theories in the field, namely realism and its variants, liberalism and constructivism. 
These theories are illustrated and developed through the use of case studies and examina-
tions of the institutions and structures of the international system. Prerequisite: POLS 1603, 
or permission of the instructor. 

POLS-2623. International Relations II 
This course introduces students to the critical and non-mainstream variants of International 
Relations theory. These include Marxism, Gramscianism, feminist theories of IR, and other 
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forms of critical theory. These theories are illustrated and developed through the use of case 
studies and examinations of the institutions and structures of the international system. They 
are also contrasted with mainstream IR theories. Prerequisite: POLS 1603, or permission of 
the instructor. 

B.) Comparative Core (6 credit hours)

POLS-2303. Comparative Politics of the Developed World 
This course introduces students to the comparative study of governments in the industrial 
and post-industrial societies. It examines the question of how various political systems are 
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sPOLS-3513. Canadian Perspectives on International Law 

The course covers the major topics of international law: the law creation process, the law 
application process, participants in international law, territory and resources, and interna





S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y 257

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l  
Re

la
ti

on
sin writing the thesis. Prerequisite: Course is restricted to students who are enrolled in the 

International Relations Program. 

POLS-3003. Special Topics 
The content of this course changes from year to year to reflect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students. 

POLS-3913. Honours Thesis Proposal 
The purpose of this course is to afford students who seek to write the Honours thesis an op-
portunity to develop a thorough thesis proposal, including a substantial annotated bibliog-
raphy. A small number of classes will be held at the beginning of the course in order to show 
students how to prepare the proposal. Thereafter, the class will meet only occasionally. 
 


