Department of Anthropology

The courses offered by the Department of Anthropology are organized into three different
fields: social/cultural anthropology, archaeology, and physical anthropology; and three
different levels: introductory, intermediate, and advanced.

Courses at the introductory level, numbered in the 1000 range, are intended for first-year or
beginning students of anthropology. Students should note that these courses are prerequi-
sites for all others in their respective fields and levels unless otherwise noted: ANTH 1013 is
a prerequisite for all other courses in social/cultural anthropology unless otherwise noted;
ANTH 1023 is a prerequisite for all other courses in physical anthropology with the excep-
tion of ANTH 2443 and the courses in forensic anthropology.

Courses at the intermediate level, numbered in the 2000 range, are intended for students
who wish to pursue their study of anthropology, as well as students in other disciplines
with an interest in anthropology.

Courses at the advanced level are intended for students majoring and honouring in anthro-
pology, though other third and fourth-year students with a strong interest in anthropology
are welcome. Courses at the 3000 level are for students in their third and fourth years.
Courses at the 4000 level are intended for fourth-year students majoring or honouring in
anthropology; permission of the instructor is required for admission to these courses.

Division of Courses Into Fields and Levels

Introductory Courses

ANTH 1013 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
ANTH 1023 Introduction to Physical Anthropology
ANTH 1033 Introduction to Archaeology

Intermediate and Advanced-Level Courses
Social/Cultural Anthropology

ANTH 2513 Cultural Anthropology

ANTH 2523 Social Anthropology

ANTH 2533 The Anthropology of Gender
ANTH 2623 Applied Anthropology

ANTH 2633 Anthropology of Music and Sound

ANTH 2013-2153  Area Ethnography
ANTH 2013  South America
ANTH 2033  Indigenous Lifeways in Canada
ANTH 2043  Mexico and Central America
ANTH 2063  North America
ANTH 2073  Canada
ANTH 2083  Eastern North America
ANTH 2103 Southeast Asia
ANTH 2153 Australia

ANTH 3323 Hunter-Gatherers in the Modern World
ANTH 3333 Economic Anthropology: Anthropology of Exchange
ANTH 3463 Psychological Anthropology (PSYC)
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ANTH 3643 Anthropology of Religion

ANTH 3673 Music and Globalization

ANTH 3683 The Anthropology of Sport

ANTH 3693 Media Anthropology

ANTH 3723 Human Ecology

ANTH 3803 Reading Ethnography

ANTH 3806 Readings in Anthropological Theory

ANTH 3913 Research Methods: Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods
ANTH 4023 Celtic Musics and Invented Traditions in Atlantic Canada

Archaeology

ANTH 2303 Issues in Archaeology

ANTH 2323 Archaeology of Early Societies - Eurasia, Africa, Oceania
ANTH 2333 World Archaeology

ANTH 2343 Archaeology of Early Societies: North and Central America
ANTH 2353 Archaeology of Early Societies: South America

ANTH 2363 Archaeology of Early Societies: Mesoamerica

Physical Anthropology

ANTH 2413 Human Biological Variation

ANTH 2423 Human Evolution: Fact and Theory

ANTH 2443 Human Skeletal Biology

Forensic Anthropology

ANTH 3443 Forensic Osteology and Archaeology

ANTH 4443 Applied Forensic Anthropology

Advanced and Honours Courses

ANTH 4003 Issues in Anthropology

ANTH 4013 Honours Seminar

ANTH 4453 Seminar on Selected Topics

ANTH 4553/6 Independent Study

ANTH 4666 Honours Thesis

Honours in Anthropology

Admission to the Honours program is at the discretion of the faculty members of the Depart-
ment of Anthropology. To gain entry to the Honours program, students must have a minimum
3.5 grade point average for all university courses. To earn an Honours degree, students

must obtain a minimum 3.5 grade point average on forty-eight credit hours in anthropology
courses, including the required courses, and a minimum B grade on the Honours thesis (ANTH
4666). Students intending to complete the Honours program in Anthropology must consult a
faculty advisor and present an application to the Department of Anthropology no later than
the last day of February of the year preceding the anticipated graduation date.

Students wishing to pursue the Honours program are required to complete a minimum of
48 credit hours in anthropology, including all of the following required courses:

] ANTHI1013lIntroductionitolCultural’/Anthropology
| ANTHI1023Introduction(tolPhysical’Anthropology
] Onelarchaeology course’atithel2000level

[ Twolarea’ethnographylcourses

=] ANTHI3806[Readingslin/AnthropologicalTheory
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ANTHI3913lIntroduction’tolQualitativelResearchiMethods
ANTHI4003IssueslinlAnthropology
ANTHI4666/HonoursIThesis

Major in Anthropology

Majors must meet with department chair to declare their Anthropology major. Students ma-
joring in anthropology are required to complete a minimum of 36 credit hours in anthropol-
ogy, including all of the following required courses:

ANTHI1013Introduction’toCulturallAnthropology
ANTHI1023lIntroductiontolPhysical’Anthropology
Onelarchaeology.courselat’thel2000level
Twolarea’ethnographylcourses
ANTHI3806!Readingslin/AnthropologicalTheory
ANTHI3913lIntroduction’tolQualitative!
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HMRT 2003 Introduction to Human Rights
HMRT 3123 International Human Rights

ANTH-1013. Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
This is an introduction to the study of contemporary cultures and languages and to the
methods of ethnographic fieldwork.

ANTH-1023. Introduction to Physical Anthropology

An introduction to the study of humans as a biocultural species. The focus of this course is
on human evolution, human variation and genetics, nonhuman primates, and the work of
physical anthropologists.

ANTH-1033. Introduction to Archaeology

This course overviews cultural diversity throughout the archaeological record, emphasiz-
ing cultural change. Topics such as adaptation, the development of complex societies, the
rise of the state, and the role of archaeology in human history will be discussed. Basic
archaeological methods, theory, and techniques will be presented. Multiple case studies,
from different parts of the world, will illustrate how archaeologists recover, describe, and
analyze the past.

ANTH-2013. Area Ethnography: South America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the culture of South America.
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2033. Area Ethnography: Indigenous Lifeways in Canada
Ethnographic and ethnological study of Indigenous cultures and processes in urban and
rural Canada. Prerequisite: None, although ANTH 1013 is desirable.

ANTH-2043. Area Ethnography: Mexico and Central America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the culture of Mexico and Central America.
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2063. Area Ethnography: North America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of North America.
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2073. Area Ethnography: Canada
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of Canada. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2083. Area Ethnography: Eastern North America
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of Eastern North America.
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2103. Area Ethnography: Southeast Asia
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of Southeast Asia.
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2153. Area Ethnography: Australia
Ethnographic and ethnological study of the cultures of Australia. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2303. Issues in Archaeology

The aim of this course is to explore critically current trends and issues in archaeological
theory and methods, such as system theory, postprocessual theory, etc., and their impact
on current practice in archaeology.
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ANTH-2323. Archaeology of Early Societies: Eurasia, Africa, Oceania

The archaeological record of the origin and evolution of human culture and social be-
haviour. Emphasis is placed on earliest human culture and society, its development, and
theoretical interpretations of this development.

ANTH-2333. World Archaeology

This course will introduce students to past cultural expressions in different parts of the
world. Following a general introduction to archaeological methods and techniques and the
nature of archaeological record, this course will proceed to discuss multiple archaeological
cases related to the ways of life of hunter-gatherers and complex societies - chiefdoms and
states - as well as the rise and fall of these forms of social and political organization. Past
cultural practices and the processes that give rise to cultural change will be examined in dif-
ferent locations around the globe. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-2343. Archaeology of Early Societies: North and Central America

This course will introduce students to past cultural expressions in North and Central America
based on archaeological data. The peopling of the region, complex hunter-gatherers and

the rise of chiefdoms, and the development of early states will be considered. Past cultural
diversity as well as the process that gives rise to it will be examined in different geographical
settings. A time span of more that 14,000 years will be covered during the academic term.
Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-2353. Archaeology of Early Societies: South America

This course will introduce students to past cultural expressions in South America and

the Caribbean region. The human colonization of the region and the adaptation of those
early communities will be considered. The development of agriculture and the adoption

of a sedentary life as well as the rise and collapse of complex societies will be examined.
Past cultural diversity of both regions, as well as the process that gives rise to it will be
examined in different geographical settings. A time span of more than 12,000 years will be
covered during the term. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH 2363. Archaeology of Early Societies: Mesoamerica

Mesoamerica is an area covering Southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras and Salva-
dor. In this region hunter-gatherers’ experimentation with plants gave rise to the cultivars,
such as tomatoes and corn. Three thousand years ago urban centers developed there,
political organizations arose and writing was invented. Two thousand years ago the first
mega city in North America was created there. This course explores, using archaeological
concepts and theory, 10,000 years of Mesoamerican cultural diversity and history.

ANTH-2413. Human Biological Variation

The goal of this course is to understand why biological variations exist and how these
variations help populations adapt to varying environments. The course will examine visible
human adaptations (e.g. differences in skin pigmentation) and invisible adaptations (e.g.
thermal acclimatization, blood groups). An important component of the course will be
anthropological demography, i.e. the study of population structure and cultural/historical
influences on health and mortality. The format of the course will be a combination of in-
class lab work/exercises and lectures. Not open to first-year students.

ANTH-2423. Human Evolution: Fact and Theory
This course is a study of the current knowledge and scientific debate regarding the origins
and development of the human species. Fossil evidence and evolutionary theory from a
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historical and modern perspective are emphasized. Not open to first-year students.

ANTH-2443. Human Skeletal Biology

The focus of this course is the anatomy of the skeletal and skeletal muscular systems of
the body. Students will learn the details of both the human and nonhuman skeleton in a
concentrated lab format. Not open to first-year students.

ANTH-2513. Cultural Anthropology

This course examines culture both conceptually and in its diverse forms ranging from foraging
to peasant and industrial societies. Both non-Western and Western value systems and their
social expression in political, economic, and ideological institutions will be studied from cross-
cultural and historical perspectives. The study of non-Western societies will also be used in a
critical examination of contemporary Western industrial societies. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2523. Social Anthropology

This course investigates social forms such as kinship, marriage, descent, age groupings,
and interest associations, as well as processes of stratification, change, and social control
in society. Ethnographic examples are used to illustrate how social aspects of economy,
political order, religion, and language constitute social systems. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2533. The Anthropology of Gender

This course examines male and female roles in a number of different cultural settings, espe-
cially non-Western societies. Particular attention is given to the cultural expectations of
gender behaviour, the structure of economic opportunities for males and females, and how
shifts in opportunity structures impact gender roles. Various examples illustrating the roles
of males and females in the context of marriage, domestic group organization, economic
decision making and political decision making, will be presented. Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-2623. Applied Anthropology

This course distinguishes between applied and basic anthropological research and exam-
ines new career opportunities for anthropologists in such areas as public health, urban and
community development, international development, human rights, education, and social
services. Important ethical and policy considerations are reviewed within the context of the
profession of applied anthropology.

ANTH-2633. Anthropology of Music and Sound

The aim of this course is to examine a range of key issues in ethnomusicology, from the
classic works of the discipline to contemporary theories and approaches, and including
aesthetic systems, the representation of music, music and cultural change, and the musical
articulation of social identity. The course will not only offer an insight into musical diversity
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plays an active role in constructing those cultural realities. More importantly, however, this
course analyzes the cultural, political, and economic implications of the process whereby
a wide range of the world’s musics have been commaodified and sold in the global music
marketplace through the mediation of the global music industry. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-3683. The Anthropology of Sport

This course examines the role of sport cross- culturally in both Western and non-Western
societies. It will focus on the role of sport in politics, religion, economics and mass media,
surveying such issues as socialization, the social construction of identity, class, gender, eth-
nicity, ideology, power, representation and ritual. These issues will be addressed through
in-class activity and fieldwork involving sporting events. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-3693. Media Anthropology

What role do media play in cultural production and maintenance? Our primary concern will
be to analyze the ways people engage with communications media to confer cultural mean-
ings on their surroundings, to forge social relations, and to negotiate power. We will deal
with questions of coding and decoding; the manipulation of audiences, audience reception,
class relations maintained through media and examine the notion of cultural imperialism
among others. We will also address some of the practical and theoretical issues anthro-
pological media research poses looking to media production, circulation and reception in
various parts of the world. This course reviews the burgeoning literature in media and new-
media anthropology and draws on specific cases throughout the world and across media to
highlight methodological and conceptual challenges. The general aim is to promote interest
and independent inquiry into this relatively new field of anthropological study.
Prerequisite: ANTH 1013.

ANTH-3723. Human Ecology (ENVS)

Since its beginning, anthropology has been interested in the relationship between people

and the geographical setting where cultures develop. The history of the discipline is full of
contrasting examples in which nature and culture are used, within different conceptual and
methodological frames, to explain cultural change, social structure, cultural development, and
landscape history, among other topics. The main objective of this course is to explore such dif-
ferent approaches using examples from different biogeographical regions. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-3803. Reading Ethnography

This is a course in reading ethnographic literature. It emphasizes reading comprehensively
and profoundly in order to gain a fuller appreciation of different cultures, and it examines
issues of translating cultures into the terms of our own Western understanding.

Reading examples range from classic ethnographies to recent experimental designs in
writing culture. Prerequisite: None.

ANTH-3806. Readings in Anthropological Theory

This course is an intensive reading and seminar discussion on selected recent anthropo-
logical theories. Students will read and analyze original works from the second half of the
20th century to the present in an attempt to evaluate their explanatory value and their
consequences in the development of anthropology as an academic discipline.

Prerequisite: ANTH 1013 and one area ethnography course. Anthropology majors must take
this course in their third year of study.
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ANTH-3913. Research Methods: Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods
There are two main goals in this course. The primary one is to familiarize students with
some of the basic research methods that anthropologists use to construct ethnographic-

S T T H O M A S Uu N 1TV ERSITY

ANTHROPOLOGY

117



118

ANTH-4453. Seminar on Selected Topics
Directed research and seminar on a topic of current interest.

ANTH-4553. Independent Study

A program of independent study under the direction of a member of the faculty selected
by the student. It is designed for students who wish to pursue an area of special interest
through reading, research, and writing.

ANTH-4666. Honours Thesis

The Honours thesis is a scholarly essay or research paper on a topic chosen by the stu-
dent in consultation with a faculty member who agrees to serve as thesis adviser. When
completed, the thesis is read and graded by the thesis adviser and two other members of
the Department. A minimum grade of B is required on the thesis for an Honours degree.
Honours students may also be expected to present their work publicly within the university
community. Prerequisites: ANTH 3806 and ANTH 3913.

NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the Department
Chair for more information about current and planned course offerings.
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