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invited to contact the Admissions Office. 

Challenge for Credit  
Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Social Work programs are exempt from this policy.

Students who enter St. Thomas University having acquired, through work and/or study 
outside of a university, significant expertise in a particular subject area closely related to 
a specific St. Thomas University course, may apply to the Registrar’s Office to write a chal-
lenge exam for that course.

Regulations:

1.  Admission to a degree program is required prior to writing the challenge exam. Results 
of the challenge exam will be recorded following registration.

2.  Normally, permission to write a challenge exam will not be given after one year from 
initial registration in a degree program.

3.  A student will not be permitted to write a challenge exam more than once  for any one 
course.

4.  A student will not be permitted to write a challenge exam for any course in which 
he/she is currently enrolled or has previously been enrolled (including audits) at St. 
Thomas or at any other post-secondary institution.

5.  The maximum number of credit hours that a student may obtain through challenge 
exams is 30. Students must still complete at least 50% of the program at STU excluding 
credit obtained by challenge.

6.  Students will not be permitted to write a challenge exam while on academic probation 
or academic dismissal.

7.  Students will not be permitted to write a challenge exam for a course with content 
similar to a course (or courses) for which credit has already been obtained.

8.  Applications to write a challenge exam must be approved by the Department or Pro-
gram Director concerned. Students must demonstrate, in writing, reasonable grounds 
for taking the challenge exam (e.g., relevant work experience and/or non-university 
study). Students should anticipate a 30-day waiting period for processing the applica-
tion, and, if applicable, scheduling details.

9.  Applications must be accompanied by the appropriate fee, over and above the regular 
annual tuition fee, paid in full.

10.  The Department Chair or Program Director concerned will determine the content and 
the grade on the challenge exam.

11.  If the student successfully obtains the required minimum grade of “C,” the credit will be 
recorded on the student’s academic transcript with a notation indicating that the credit 
was obtained through a challenge exam.

12.  The student’s grade on the challenge exam will not be recorded on the transcript, nor 


