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Environment and Society
Over the past few decades, the injurious effects of human behaviour  on Earth’s natural 
systems have become increasingly obvious. There can be little question that ecological 
changes leading to extinction of species and loss of habitat pose a threat not only to our 
health, our prosperity and even our existence, but to the biosphere as a whole. Our failure 
to change our ways must be acknowledged and confronted. With its expertise in many do-
mains of human endeavour, St. Thomas University is well prepared to help students inter-
rogate the social processes that promote both our degradation of Earth and our persistence 
in such destructive behaviour.

Students completing the Major in Environment and Society are required to complete a 
second Major as well. This second Major may be in any field of their choice. ENVS electives 
taken from other departments may be counted both for the ENVS Major and for the Major in 
that Department.

The Major in Environment and Society will consist of 36 credit hours distributed  
as follows:

-
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audit. 
 
ENVS-4003. Capstone Seminar 
This is a required course for the Major in Environment & Society which is designed to inte-
grate the entire program of study. The seminar will focus on developing a multidisciplinary 
understanding of a selection of environmental issues as determined by student and faculty 
interests. Issues considered will include ecological damage, social origins, and alternative 
approaches to addressing problems. Prerequisites: ENVS 3013 and ENVS 3023 or permis-
sion of the instructor.

ENVS-4006. Work-Study Project
This is a course in experiential learning for students in the final year of their Major in ENVS. 
Students will work with a non-profit organization which is actively involved in addressing 
environmental problems. Each student’s activities will be designed under the direction of a 
faculty supervisor in consultation with the student and the work-place mentor. Enrolment is 
subject to the approval of the Coordinator of the Environment and Society program.

NOTE: Not all courses listed are offered each year. Please consult with the Department Chair 

for more information about current and planned course offerings.


