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Department of Criminology 
& Criminal Justice

The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice offers the following programs: a 36 
credit hour Certificate program in Criminology and Criminal Justice, a Bachelor of Arts, with 
a Minor or a Major in Criminology, a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Criminology and a Bach-
elor of Applied Arts in Criminal Justice.

Students with a general interest in criminology are invited to enroll in CRIM 1013 Introduc-
tion to Criminology and CRIM 1023 Introduction to Criminal Justice. These courses are a 
prerequisite for all other courses offered by the Criminology Department and will provide 
students with the opportunity to select other general interest courses in criminology 
beyond the first-year level. In some cases, students may be allowed to take upper-level 
criminology courses with written permission of the instructor.

Minor in Criminology
Students wishing to complete a Minor in Criminology must complete CRIM 1013 and CRIM 
1023 or CRIM 1006 and an additional 12 credit hours in Criminology courses.

Major in Criminology
Students must complete CRIM 1013 Introduction to Criminology and CRIM 1023 Introduc-
tion to Criminal Justice or CRIM 1006 Introduction to Criminology and Criminal Jusice as a 
prerequisite for all courses offered by the Criminology Department. Students are required 
to complete an additional 30 credit hours in any Criminology courses. 

Note: The maximum number of credit hours that may be taken in 

a given year is 18, except with the permission of the Chair.

Honours Program in Criminology
Students honouring in Criminology require a total of 36 credit hours in Criminology to 
qualify for the Major plus an additional 21 credit hours, described below, for a total of 54 
credit hours to complete the program. Students wishing to pursue an Honours in Criminol-
ogy must complete the following courses: CRIM 1013, CRIM 2013 (or CRIM 1006), CRIM 2103, 
CRIM 2113, CRIM 2253, CRIM 3013, and CRIM 3103 or CRIM 4113, with a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.3, in the Honours/Criminology subject.

The following additional courses beyond those listed above are required for the Honours in 
Criminology:

CRIM 4006  Honours Research Seminar

CRIM 4906  Honours Research Thesis

Two 3 credit Criminology seminar courses at the 4000 level.

It is strongly advised that the Honours program is intended primarily for those students 
who plan to go to graduate school. Entrance to the Honours program is a two-stage pro-
cess. Students must first submit a formal application to the Chair of the Criminology and 
Criminal Justice Department which includes: a completed application form indicating a pre-
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Theoretical & Methodological Studies
CRIM 2013 Early Criminological Theory

CRIM 3013 
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CRIM-2123. Criminal Law
This course provides an introduction to criminal law - what it is, how it came into being, and 
the various elements of offences and forms of defence within Canada’s criminal law system. 
Possible topics include: sources of criminal law in Canada; duty to act; voluntariness; neg-
ligent homicide; causation; strict and absolute liability; attempts; and a variety of criminal 
defences, including mental disorder, mistake of fact, consent, provocation, and necessity. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-2223. Young Offenders and Juvenile Justice
This course will examine theories of juvenile delinquency in historical and contemporary 
perspectives. A review of Canadian legislation concerning young offenders will be done to 
illuminate the official response to juvenile delinquency in light of the theories noted above. 
Special attention will be given to the Young Offenders Act, juvenile justice in Canada, the 
disposition of young offenders, and the rights of young adults. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 
and CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-2233. Police and the Canadian Community
This course is designed to examine the social and political role of the police and police 
practices in the contemporary Canadian society. The topics that will be discussed include 
the functions and objectives of modern policing, police discretion, police powers, and struc-
tures of accountability. Particular attention will be given to an examination of the context of 
police - community relations and crime prevention initiatives. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and 
CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-2243. Corrections              
This course will provide a comprehensive review of the theories and history of correc-
tions together with their implementation in Canada. Particular attention will be devoted to 
contem-porary issues such as the trend from incarceration to community-based treatment, 
the diversion of young offenders, and electronic surveillance. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and 
CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-2253. Crime and Society in Historical Perspective
This course examines how definitions of crime and the criminal have changed over time 
in Canada, and how the criminal justice system has dealt with crime and criminals.  The 
course will also highlight the role that the State, criminal justice officials, and the media 
have played in defining crime and the criminal.  From arson to zealots, the emphasis is on 
an examination of class, race, age, and gender as relations of power.  Prerequisites: CRIM 
1013 and CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-2263. Children and Youth At Risk
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CRIM-2443. Human Skeletal Biology (ANTH)
The focus of this course is the anatomy of the skeletal and skeletal muscular systems of 
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Chicago School, strain theory, differential association theory, labelling theory, and critical 
criminology. The student’s knowledge of classical, positive, and critical criminology will be 
applied to issues of social control and crime reduction. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 
1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-3103. Advanced Qualitative Research Methods
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CRIM-3263. Crime and the Media
This course involves the analysis of crime in the media, focusing on such vehicles as televi-
sion crime shows, newsmagazine documentaries, newspaper reports and the worldwide 
web. Methodological and theoretical approaches to be used include discourse and content 
analysis, triangulation, critical criminology, social constructionism, and critical contextual 
analysis. Topics include terrorism, gendered violence, hate crime, crime waves, serial homi-
cide, police crime, and youth crime. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-3273. Crime in Popular Film
This course will explore popular and primarily American film from a criminological perspec-
tive, paying particular attention to how we understand crime through film. Such themes as 
what is a crime film?, criminology in crime films, police films, court room films, and prison 
films will be explored. At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to critically 
evaluate film and the relationships between crime and society portrayed through popular 
film. Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-3283. Crime Prevention
This course will explore three approaches to crime prevention - primary, secondary and 
tertiary, that reduce the likelihood of crime and/or fear of crime in society. Using both 
academic and policy documents to explore ways in which agents of the criminal justice 
system and the community embark on strategies to reduce crime, students will evaluate the 
effectiveness of such strategies as crime prevention through environmental design, crime 
mapping, target hardening, deterrence, crime prevention through social development and 
public education. Topics may include: identity theft, cyber bullying, bio-violence. 
Prerequisites: CRIM 1013 and CRIM 1023 or CRIM 1006.

CRIM-3503. Wrongful Conviction!
Wrongful convictions undermine the legitimacy premise that accused persons are innocent 
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CRIM-3643. Terrorism: An Introduction
This course provides a survey of issues related to terrorism and global conflict wherein 
students will be able to discuss social, political, economic and cultural roots of terrorism.  
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3ch from:
CRIM 2223  Young Offenders
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure

6 credit hours from the Youth Studies stream, which includes the following options: 
CRIM 2223  Young Offenders
CRIM 2263  Children and Youth at Risk
CRIM 3803  Child and Youth Rights
CRIM 4153  Advanced Studies in Youth Justice Policy

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; French Literature; Spanish Literature.

Students will select an additional 9 credit hours from any Arts courses offered.
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6ch from one of the following streams: 
Cultural Studies; Criminal Justice Studies; Law & Society Studies; Police & Security Studies; 
Theoretical & Methodological Studies.

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; French Literature; Spanish Literature.

Students will select an additional 9 credit hours from any Arts courses offered.

Total credit hours for Year 3: 30

Year 4
Students are required to take:
CRIM 2123  Criminal Law 
CRJS 3003   Government and the Criminal Justice System
CRIM 3013  Contemporary Criminological Theory  
CRJS 3103   Integrative Seminar: Criminal Justice

Students must also select 3 credit hours from the following electives in each of year three 
and year four: 
CRIM 2223  Young Offenders
CRIM 2233  Police and the Canadian Community
CRIM 2243  Corrections
CRIM 3223  Criminal Procedure

Students must select 6 credit hours from criminology course offerings. 

Students must also select 6 credit hours from the following Humanities subjects: 
English; Philosophy; Religious Studies; History; French Literature; Spanish Literature. 


